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Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Hanbury Parish Council

Held at 19.30 0n Monday September 29 2008
In Hanbury Village Hall 

Present 
Chairman
Gary Ford (GF)

Cllrs
Neil Cook (NC), John Evans (JE), David Ford (DS), 

Gary Gartland (GG), Nick Nicklin (NN),Roy Raxter (RR), 
Clare Stallard (CS) 


Dst Cllr

Audrey Steele (AS)



3 members of the public



Community Support Officers Hawkins and Douglas.
1.
Apologies for absence


Apologies were received from Cllr M Broomfield.
2.
Declarations of Interest

There were no declarations of interest received. 
3.
Approve and sign the minutes of the Ordinary Meeting on July 28th 2008. 
Item no 13, should read “To appoint a financial Committee” and not “Controller.”

The minutes were subsequently taken as read, approved and were signed.
4.
Progress Reports from the Previous minutes

From Public Question Time.


David Troth from Brook Hollow, Earls Common had requested progress information on the ditch at the back of his house.  
The Clerk informed the Parish Council that she had contacted Mr Lister (Wychavon) and asked him to contact Mr Troth on Tuesday 29 July.  Mr Lister arranged a meeting with Mr Troth and ascertained that the drain at the back of Mr Troths property was blocked/broken.  
This action was subsequently passed to Highways to action, they do not have funds at the moment, but have added Mr Troth to their list of actions to complete (hopefully in November.)  
Action closed for the Parish Council. 


4.12.  District Cllr AS was currently investigation whether planning approval was needed to remove hedge in the Parking area at Byways bungalow.  Action carried forward.


4.13.   Replacement of Notice boards outside Village Hall see item number 9.3.4 of these minutes. 

4.14.  Parish Councillors Reports.


        NN.  Condition of the footpath around Courts Close.  The Clerk has written to highways asking them to look into the matter. Action ongoing.

        NN.  A van has been parked around Courts Close obstructing the road.  Clerk has contacted Pc Carter and he will monitor the situation. Action closed.

5/2008/9/page 23

5.
Correspondence received to date.

5.1
Hanbury Womens Institute wrote to thank Hanbury Parish Council for their donation towards the plaque commemorating their 90th anniversary.

5.2
The Milestone Society wrote inviting Hanbury Parish Council to the unveiling of the completed Worcester to Bradley Green milestone refurbishment project.  The milestone Society subsequently sent a letter of thanks after the ceremony and a newspaper cutting.

Cllr C Stallard attended this event and gave a brief summary of the day.
MILESTONE SOCIETY – REFURBISHMENT UNVEILING AT TIBBERTON.

At 11 o’clock on 9 September, I arrived at Ravenshill Farm, Tibberton to represent Hanbury Parish Council at the unveiling of the milestone on the roadside outside the farm.  The unveiling was to commemorate the completion of the refurbishment of all the milestones on route from Worcester Cross to Bradley Green.

For this project three new stones had to be carved (by apprentices at Worcester Cathedral stone masons) as the originals had disappeared and all but one of the plates had to be recast, as the originals had gone for the war effort in the late1930’s. The one exception had already been replaced by a local gentleman who had been keen to see his local milestone as it should be. 

The project had been initiated by the Milestone Society but was funded by local parish councils where each of the milestones was located.

The unveiling was performed by Chris Hartwright, chairman of Tibberton Parish Council and representatives from local Parish Councils, the Milestone Society and craftsmen from the stone masons were present too. 
Cllr GF thanked Cllr Stallard for representing the Parish Council at this event. 
5.3
Wychavon District Council reply to the Parish Councils Letter of 31 July 09 with relation to Planning/Forest View.
After much debate, the Parish Council decided to ask G Collin about the Community- led aspects of the planning procedure.  It was also agreed to ask the highways department about their procedure with regard to planning and to approach them to ask for someone to visit a Parish Council Meeting to discuss the issue further. (Clerk to contact John Hobbs, head of the department )
6.
County and District Councillor’s Reports 


Cllr A Steele reported that
6.1
The poles for supporting the Vehicle Activated Sign Equipment should be going into place over the next few weeks.  AS will inform Clerk when this will take place. 

Costs will be £2,400 inc VAT per sign plus £300 per pole each.  
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Cllr AS assured the Council that £1000 would be available from the Local Strategic Partnership and £250 from the Community Safety Department at Wychavon, although it was unsure whether this money was in total, or per sign.


Cllr AS said that she would investigate the possibility of the signs being marked with “Smart Water” identification as a deterrent to theft.

Signs will be solar powered.


The Clerk agreed to investigate insurance costs of the signs.


It was proposed that Hanbury Parish Council order two of these signs, and this was agreed unanimously.  Signs to be situated outside the Village Hall and outside Woolmere Chapel.  

Cllr G Ford thanked Cllr AS for all her hard work on this project.

6.2
Cllr A.S reported that the wheelie bin collection had started this week. Cllr A.S also reported that she was happy to deal with telephone enquiries from Parishioners if there were any problems re the new system.

6.3
Cllr A.S reported that Wychavon had been given the “Council of the Year to work with” award, and that a new magazine would be coming out.

7.
Planning 

7.1
Applications submitted for comment

There were no applications for comment at the meeting.
7.2
Applications returned since the last meeting
	W/01939
	
	
	Monkwood Farm
	
	No objection  31/08/08
	

	
	
	
	Bradley Green 
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Redditch
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Proposed grain store 
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	W/08/02116
	
	
	Forest View
	
	Objection 31/08/08
	

	
	
	
	Hanbury Road
	
	Hse not in line with supp planning

	
	
	
	Hanbury
	
	guidance. Intrusive extension 
	

	
	
	
	
	
	overlooking neighbouring property

	
	
	
	Resubmission of 2 storey extension
	To go to full planning committee
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	W/08/02122
	
	
	Droitwich Canals
	
	No objection 31/08/08
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Construction of additional bund
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	W/08/02164
	
	
	Chessgrove Spa
	
	Objection 31/08/08
	

	
	
	
	Ditchford Bank Road
	
	Not sustainable to local environment

	
	
	
	Hanbury
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	To allow up to 50 children at nursery
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	W/08/02183
	
	
	3 Foxglove Cottages
	
	No objection 31/08/08
	

	
	
	
	Webbs Cottage
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Hanbury
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Front, side and rear extensions
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	W/08/02196
	
	
	Valley Cottage
	
	No objection 31/08/08
	

	
	
	
	Hanbury Road
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Replacement dwelling parking and
	
	

	
	
	
	septic tank
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	W/08/02260
	
	
	Holmes Cottage
	
	No objection 31/8/08
	

	
	
	
	Holmes Lane
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Hanbury
	
	
	

	
	
	
	B60 4HH
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Alterations and improvements
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	W/08/02328
	
	
	Lynhay
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Goosehill Lane
	
	No objection 14/9/08
	

	
	
	
	Broughton Green
	
	
	

	
	
	
	WR9 7EH
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Proposed rear extension
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	W/235008/0
	
	
	33 Hanbury Croft
	
	No objection 14/9/08
	

	
	
	
	Hanbury
	
	
	

	
	
	
	B60 4BF
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Single storey rear extension
	
	
	


8.
Reports:

8.1
Hanbury 2010. The following report was given by the Chairman of the group – Cllr C Stallard

“As chairman of the Hanbury Parish Plan group, I have been asked to talk at the AGM of the Wychavon Community Action Partnership about the Parish Plan and Volunteers on Wednesday of this week.  I sent out mini-questionnaires to all councilors, the clerk and those who worked on the Parish Plan.  I have incorporated the responses into my talk.
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As a member of the Hanbury in your Hands action group, I have been asked to speak at the ‘Mapping our Parish’ day by Lickey and Blackwell Parish Plan group on Saturday.  They came to talk with me earlier in the year and were inspired by our Hanbury survey and biodiversity project. Now they have decided to launch their own biodiversity project in their parish.”

8.2
The Village Hall Management Committee.
The following report was given by the Chairman of the group, Cllr C Nicklin.
A Village Bonfire is to be held on the 8 November on the Recreation Ground, for which the Parish Council gave their permission unanimously.

A theatre group will be appearing at the Village Hall on 15 January, as part of the Worcestershire County Council/Wychavon supported group – Shindig.

New tables and chairs have been purchased and delivered and in use at the Hall. 

8.3
Village Hall working Party

The following report was given by the Chairman of the Group – Cllr C Stallard

“The Village Hall Working Party met in August to discuss their report to Parish Council at the September meeting.  In circulating the draft to members of the working party for comments, it became apparent that there are some new points which need clarification before the report can be submitted.  Also comments on the final draft from all the working party members need to be received by the chairman before it is sent out to the Councillors.

It is hoped that the final report will be sent to all Councillors by mid-October.”
8.4
Playground Committee.
Cllr G Gartland reported that there was nothing to note, and that the equipment was visually checked regularly. 

It was noted that the Football Club had dumped some grass after cutting the pitch onto the equipment area and the Clerk agreed to note it in a letter to the Football Club along with a request for the payment for use of the Recreation Ground.
8.5  
Recreation Ground Working Party.
A draft survey on the future of the Recreation Ground was produced to be circulated to the Parishioners via the Hanbury Herald Magazine circulation system. 
Comments were received on the survey and it was altered accordingly.

The Clerk agreed to arrange the printing of the document and to ensure it was delivered to the Hanbury Herald Group for circulation.

A copy of the final survey is attached to these minutes.
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9
Finance
9.1
Monies received by the Parish Council
There were no payments received by the Parish Council this month.
9.2
Payments requested and submitted to the Parish Council 

A.D Farnsworth
Parish Lengthsman – August 2008
           
£220   


D Plummer

Hanbury in Your Hands – August 2008
         £18.79
A.D Farnsworth
Parish Lengthsman – September 2008

£220


Clement Keys
Statutory audit for 2007/08


       £158.63

Dianne Malley
Interim internal audit review



  £50


L. Strobel

Flail mowing at recreation Ground (inc football pitch)











£120

C Shinner

Salary and expenses for July – September 2008

      £1366.32


N Power

Landlords electricity




£87.28

The financial requests were all approved and cheques were subsequently signed by 3 Councillors.
9.3
Other financial matters.  
9.3.1
Dianne Malley has completed the interim internal audit review for the period of April – June 2008. 

Mrs Malley has suggested that a spreadsheet showing actual expenditure versus budgeted expenditure be kept and this has been noted and completed .

The Council asked for copies of this spreadsheet be sent out to all Councillors.

9.3.2
Steve Aston/John Evans approached the Parish Council to ask for £70 towards a “Smart Water” Information event on behalf of Neighbourhood Watch in the Village Hall.  

Cllr C Stallard noted that the Parish Council had given money to Neighbourhood Watch two years ago and it was agreed to ask Cllr CS to ascertain whether any monies were left in the Neighbourhood Watch Account.  This request would then be reconsidered as part of the progress reports of the next meeting.

It was also noted that PC John McClaren can come and promote this product for the Parish Council.  PC T Carter can arrange this contact for the Parish Council.
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9.3.3
Clement Keys – Accountants have written to Hanbury Parish Council and given an unqualified audit opinion for 2007/2008.  This now completes the audit for 2007/2008.

9.3.4  Michael Butcher contacts the Parish Council to quote for the replacement/refurbishment of the notice boards as per minute no 4/2008/9/13.

The quote returned as follows

£365 plus vat to refurbish the Hanbury Parish Notice board. 
£540 plus vat to replace the large Hanbury Village Hall Notice board and

£275 plus vat to replace the small Village Hall notice board

The Parish Council considered this quote and decided as follows;

· To accept the quote for the refurbishment of the Notice Board.

· To ask for a second quotation for the large board at a size of 70” by 42” and without any doors on the front.  Clerk agreed to obtain a second quotation from another source as well.
· It was agreed that with a larger main notice board, the small board would not be necessary.
10.
Parish Lengthsman (PL).
10.1
 It was agreed to ask Allen to 
· Revisit the footpaths around Seeley Ford to allow walkers/cyclists to see the alternate paths clearly.  The possibility of a sign at Seeley Ford was mentioned and the Clerk agreed to follow this up.
· To put grips at the following locations; Pumphouse Lane, Goosehill Lane, Broughton Green, School road, from Moorlands up to Hanbury Hall.
10.2
It was also agreed to discuss the question of whether the Parish Lengthsman was value for money.  Clerk to place on Agenda for the next meeting.

11.  
Proposed  formation of a Finance Committee to oversee budget controls and monitoring of Hanbury Parish Council income/expenditure.  Proposed by Cllr C Stallard.  


Cllr CS submitted the following supporting comments.
“In CALC training, the councillors who attended these sessions will remember that one handout, when talking about ‘a good council’, suggests that it ‘adopts the proper precepting principle and a robust approach to financial management’

During the Finance session, it was noted that to have a finance committee, who would discuss, debate and recommend the finance issues usually on the agenda, would be beneficial for a parish council.  This committee would be answerable to the full Parish Council and could work with the Clerk on any issues which were raised through the internal or the external audit.”
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A vote was taken and 4 Cllrs voted for the formation of a Finance Committee and 5 Cllrs abstained.

Cllrs PP, NC, and GF agreed to be members of the newly formed Finance Committee.  Terms of Reference to be agreed at the next meeting. 
12.
Proposal that Hanbury Parish Council hosts a meeting of Local Parish Councillors.


Due to time constraints this was deferred until the next meeting. 

13.
Discussion of items/notices to be placed in Hanbury Herald by the Parish Council.


The Council approved the proposed article for the Hanbury Herald, a copy of which is attached to the minutes.
14
Quality Parish Status.

Hanbury Parish Council received its accreditation of Quality Parish Status on October 12 2004.  In order to apply for re-accreditation, an application will have to be received by January 12 2009.  


Due to time constraints this was to be deferred until the next meeting. 

15.
Parish Councillors’ Reports and Items for Future Agendas

It was noted that there appeared to be a query over some of the buildings at the Jinny Ring Aviary, in particular the fact that the buildings are adjoining.  Clerk to investigate.

RR   The footpath by the Village Hall (Pumphouse Lane) up to the Jinny Ring is overgrown.  Clerk to contact highways.

The footpath outside Courts Close also is overgrown and needs cutting back – Clerk to contact Highways. 


PP   There has been another accident at Forest Hill, clerk to investigate more signage needed.  


The stone parapet from the bridge has still not been mended despite being reported to Highways over a year ago.  Clerk to follow up.


GG   Reported that the following tree related matters were being dealt with.


- Trees opposite Brickyard Cottages.


- B4090 -  tree opposite Oakhaven and Gallows Green Cottage.


- Oakhaven - dead overhanging ash tree

16.
Agenda Appendix items for information 

Members did not wish to discuss any item on the Agenda Appendix.
17.
Date of next meeting.   Monday October 27th at the Village Hall at 19.30hrs.

Meeting closed at 22.35hrs

 Public Question Time
 It was noted that the path on the right hand side up to the Church was overgrown.  Strip of land up to Church Hill on the right hand side.  Adjacent to Church Yard and Rectory Farm, boardering the East side of the Lane.  Clerk to contact landowner.
Roger Wright came to the PC meeting to thank the Parish Council for their efforts with a recent planning dispute.

Community Support officers 
· Reported that a WMRT 13 report had been sent to Highways in support of a Parish Council request for an increase in a local footpath.

· Reported that crime over the last month has fortunately been quiet in and around Hanbury, but 3 (not local) males had been caught trying to steal cattle feeders.  

· Reported that a car outside Pound Cottage, Hanbury has had a CD player stolen.

Actions for October.   Person performing actions in red.   Items for next months agenda in bold
Cllr A Steele


4.12.  District Cllr AS was currently investigation whether planning approval was needed to remove hedge in the Parking area at Byways bungalow.  Action carried forward.


 4.14   NN.  Condition of the footpath around Courts Close.  The Clerk has written to highways asking them to look into the matter. Action ongoing.

Clerk

5.3
Wychavon District Council reply to the Parish Councils Letter of 31 July 09 with relation to Planning/Forest View.
Parish Council decided to ask G Collin about the Community- led aspects of the planning procedure.  It was also agreed to ask the highways department about their procedure with regard to planning and to approach them to ask for someone to visit a Parish Council Meeting to discuss the issue further. (Clerk to contact John Hobbs, head of the department )

Cllr A Steele 


6.1
The poles for supporting the Vehicle Activated Sign Equipment should be going into place over the next few weeks.  AS will inform Clerk when this will take place. 


Clerk agreed to investigate insurance costs of the signs.



Clerk
8.4
It was noted that the Football Club had dumped some grass after cutting the pitch onto the equipment area and the Clerk agreed to note it in a letter to the Football Club along with a request for the payment for use of the Recreation Ground.

Clerk
8.5  
A draft survey on the future of the Recreation Ground was produced to be circulated to the Parishioners via the Hanbury Herald Magazine circulation system. 

The Clerk agreed to arrange the printing of the document and to ensure it was delivered to the Hanbury Herald Group for circulation.

Clerk
9.3.1  The Council asked for copies of this spreadsheet be sent out to all Councillors.

Cllr C S/ Agenda
9.3.2  Cllr C Stallard noted that the Parish Council had given money to Neighbourhood Watch two years ago and it was agreed to ask Cllr CS to ascertain whether any monies were left in the Neighbourhood Watch Account.  This request would then be reconsidered as part of the progress reports of the next meeting. 
Clerk
9.3.4  Michael Butcher contacts the Parish Council to quote for the replacement/refurbishment of the notice boards as per minute no 4/2008/9/13.

· To ask for a second quotation for the large board at a size of 70” by 42” and without any doors on the front.  Clerk agreed to obtain a second quotation from another source as well.

Clerk/Parish Lengthsman
10.1
 It was agreed to ask Allen to 
· Revisit the footpaths around Seeley Ford to allow walkers/cyclists to see the alternate paths clearly.  The possibility of a sign at Seeley Ford was mentioned and the Clerk agreed to follow this up.

· To put grips at the following locations; Pumphouse Lane, Goosehill Lane, Broughton Green, School road, from Moorlands up to Hanbury Hall.
Clerk/ Agenda
10.2
It was also agreed to discuss the question of whether the Parish Lengthsman was value for money.  Clerk to place on Agenda for the next meeting.

11
Agenda  Cllrs PP, NC, and GF agreed to be members of the newly formed Finance Committee.  Terms of Reference to be agreed at the next meeting. 

12      Agenda. 

         Proposal that Hanbury Parish Council hosts a meeting of Local Parish                             Councillors.

14.      Agenda
   
           Quality Parish Status.

15
It was noted that there appeared to be a query over some of the buildings at the Jinny Ring Aviary, in particular the fact that the buildings are adjoining.  Clerk to investigate.


           RR   The footpath by Village Hall overgrown.  Clerk contact highways.


           The footpath Courts Close overgrown– Clerk to contact Highways.

           PP   Another accident at Forest Hill, Clerk investigate more signage.   


           Stone parapet -still not been mended -Clerk to follow up.

