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Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Hanbury Parish Council

Held at 19.30 0n Monday 24 November 2008
In Hanbury Village Hall 

Present 
Chairman
Gary Ford (GF)

Cllrs
Neil Cook (NC), John Evans (JE), David Ford (DS), 

Nick Nicklin (NN),Roy Raxter (RR), Paul Platt (PP),
Clare Stallard (CS) 


Dst Cllr

Audrey Steele (AS)




Cty Cllr

Maurice Broomfield (MB)


2 members of the public

1.
Apologies for absence


Apologies were received from Cllr D Lee.
2.
Declarations of Interest

There were declarations of interest received from Cllr GG and Cllr RR ref item no. 9.2 – payments requested and submitted for payment. 
Declaration of interest forms were duly signed and received by the Clerk.

3.
Approve and sign the minutes of the Ordinary Meeting on October 27th  2008. 
The minutes were taken as read, approved and were signed.
4.
Progress Reports from the Previous minutes
5.3
A Steele will arrange for some planning lectures, at which Mrs Collin and other relevant planning dept officers will come and answer queries re planning.  

Cllr A Steele to follow this action up and let Hanbury Parish Council (HPC) know dates of meeting.  Cllr AS also to supply details of new planning guidelines.  Cllr JE suggested that a list of questions be drawn up before the meeting
6.1
Vehicle Activated Signs.  It was reported that there was a meeting attended by Mr D Clee and AS, CS, PP and Clerk.  It was agreed that the signs be moved to mutually acceptable sites, as noted on the Clerks map.  Mr Clee had informed  HPC that there will only be the purchase of one sign. 


Clerk had added two vehicle activated signs onto the insurance, at a cost of £40.01, although now needed to reduce this to one sign. Clerk also had asked insurers if “Smart water – identification method” reduced the premiums, which it did not. 

9.3.1  The Council asked for copies of the financial monitoring report be sent out to all Councillors. Clerk supplied copies.
9.3.2  It was agreed that the Clerk would write to Neighbourhood Watch re the request for funding a smart water scheme. Clerk wrote to Neighbourhood Watch, but had not received a reply yet.
9.3.  The notice boards had been completed and were in place.
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10.1
Footpaths around Seeley Ford. Clerk has investigated the possibility of signage of this path and Countryside Department (K Oliver) had agreed to provide signs.  Mr Oliver now says he does not know who is responsible for bridge, and has  passed the matter back to the liason engineer.
 
5.
Correspondence received to date.

5.1
Mr and Mrs M Bowers have written to the Council asking that they ensure landowners clear the section of the brook that borders on their house and caused flooding in 2007.  Clerk has sent letter to Land Drainage Officer – K Lister on 30 Oct, Clerk to follow up.
6.2
Cllr MB had agreed to try and follow up the issue of the uneven carriageway at the Goosehill Road Junction on the B4090 to Droitwich.  Cllr MB reported that this was a low priority.
9.3.1
Clerk purchased the following 4 books from the SLCC.

Local Council Administration, Local Council Clerks Guide, Parish Councillors Guide and Clerks manual. 

9.3.2  The Clerk arranged  a subscription to the “Clerk” Magazine.  

12.
Proposal that Hanbury Parish Council hosts a meeting of Local Parish Councillors.  Cllr C Stallard to arrange after Christmas . 

5.
Correspondence received to date.

5.1
Cllr G Ford has had communication with a Parishioner (28 October 2008) – K Tannear, re a tree causing problems alongside her boundary of the property – 8A Courts Close. 

Clerk has spoken to the Wychavon Tree Officer – Sally Griffiths and also with Tom Siers from the Festival Housing Association who feel that the tree poses no threat to Mrs Tannears property and indeed note that this tree could be placed under a Tree Preservation Order if necessary.  

Clerk also asked Hanbury Parish Council tree officer – Cllr G Gartland to visit the site.  Cllr GG notes that the tree has not moved and is not causing any trouble to the site.  It was agreed to ask the Tree Officer from Wychavon for information re a tree preservation order.

It was noted that this was an ongoing concern from Mrs Tannear and the Clerk was asked to write to Mrs Tannear and let her know that it was felt that the tree was not a cause for concern. 

5.2
Mr A Baker from Pumphouse Cottage has contacted the Clerk (17 November 2008) for help with a blocked drain along Pumphouse Lane, which is causing potential flood problems for his property.  

Clerk has contacted Highways and also the Land drainage Engineer – K Lister and asked for a letter to be sent to landowner asking that the drains be cleared.  The letter that was subsequently sent had incorrectly identified the ditch and clerk would contact Mr Lister to arrange its correction. 

7/2008/9/page 39
6.
County and District Councillor’s Reports 

6.1
County Cllr M Broomfeld noted that he was to receive around £7,000 for Health Promotion via the Primary Care Trust and was looking for contacts for local groups who may wish to get involved with the scheme.
Clerk agreed to write to the local Youth Club asking them if they wished to utilize these funds.

6.1.2
Cllr JE noted that 3 vans with 6 men had closed the road down to Seely and Letts Mill Ford, and put up flood signs, although the fords were not flooded.  JE noted that this had been a waste of Council money and time.  Cllr MB to look into the matter.


6.2
District Cllr A Steel 

Vehicle Activated Signs

Cllr AS informed the Council that the sign would be going up on Wednesday 26 November and that a photo opportunity would be possible.  

Cllr AS informed HPC that this was a pilot scheme, and that the sign would need to be moved between the two signs. Cllr CS noted that Crash had speed records for the area which could be used to evaluate the impact of the sign on the traffic.

AS also noted that the cost would be around £2400 plus the installation of the poles.  

It was noted that  HPC may have to pay for the reinstallation of the poles, although HPC had not been present at the installation of the original site of the poles and the poles had been sited incorrectly.

Cllr AS reminded HPC that £1000 was to be reimbursed by the LSP, and also £200 was to be made available from the County Council.  Cllr GF commented that this reduced the cost of the vehicle activated sign substantially.

7.
Planning 

7.1
Applications submitted for comment

7.1.1
Hanbury Mount – W/08/02925/PP and 02924/LB


Hanbury Road


Hanbury


B60 4HJ

Removal of inappropriate bay window and introduction of complimentary designed bay and covered entrance.  
Hanbury Parish Council gave no objection to the application. 

7.1.2
The Rectory – W/08/02860/PP


School Road


Hanbury


B60 4BT

Reconstruction of the three storey north wing of the house which was demolished in the 1970’s.

Hanbury Parish Council gave no objection to the application.

	
	
	
	
	
	


7/2008/9/page 40
7.2
Applications returned since the last meeting


There were no applications returned since the last meeting.

8.
Reports:

8.1
Hanbury 2010 activities.  

Report from CRASH Group – a letter had been received from Kieron Hemstock  with the following response to a letter from CRASH re the three hazardous junctions in Hanbury.

· There is no realistic scope to improve the junction at the Vernon Arms.

· Work had been carried out to highlight the B4090/School Road Junction, including warning signs and centre ladder hatching.

· Forest Lane – the liason engineer has been asked to take up the matter of hedge cutting with the land owner.

Cllr NC also noted that Crash would be able to contribute £100 to the cost of the new notice boards.
8.2
Village Hall Management Committee (VHMC)

8.2.1
The External drains of the Village Hall have blocked four times this year and the Caretaker asks that the Council arranges a visit from a suitable contractor to investigate the problem.  HPC agreed to approach a contractor to find out what the problem was and then to contact 3 contractors for quotes to fix the problem.

8.2.2
It was noted that the Committee room leaks when the wind is in a certain direction.  Clerk to contact R V Taylor (flat roof specialist) to ask to look at problem and quote for repair if necessary.

8.2.3
It was noted that Pippins had been asked to reconsider their storage options as storage space was tight.  Cllr NN agreed to look into the possibility of a mezzanine floor within the storage room.

8.3
Village Hall working Party

Report received from Clare Stallard.  “I have recently received a reply to some queries from the Charity Commission – I need to spend some time to clarify how this information affects the previous position.  I will then send a draft report to all members of the Village Hall Working Party for their agreement of the information contained.  Once this agreement has been gained, I can bring the report to the Parish Council” 

8.4
Playground Committee.
There was nothing to report. 
8.5  
Recreation Ground Working Party.
The responses to the survey had been collected and were being collated
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8.6
Finance Committee
The finance Committee agreed to meet and discuss the forthcoming budget.
9
Finance
9.1
 Monies received by the Parish Council:


Cheque from Village Hall Management Committee 

(towards rent of Parish Field)





£20

9.2
Payments requested and submitted to the Parish Council 


A.D Farnsworth – Parish Lengthsman



£220


Wychavon District Council – Cost of lost item from litter pick
£14.38


SLCC – Clerks Magazine subscription –agreed in October 2008
£30

D Gartland – Emergency tree work
 



£141


Hanbury Herald – Cost of printing leaflet



£105


Hanbury Herald – Cost of distribution



£50

Clare Stallard – Photocopying/postage on behalf of the Village Hall Working Party








£5.50

SLCC – Books for Clerk –agreed in October 2008 (see note)
£163.25 

Note; the cost quoted in Octobers meeting was £123, but this was the cost to members of the SLCC.  As the Council are not members of the SLCC the cost is higher.

M J Butcher refurbishing Parish Council Notice Board

£428.88


          New notice board for Village Hall


£258.50








Total

£687.38

A Akers   barrel for door lock on plastic front door on Byways bungalow.










£25


9.3
Other financial matters

It was noted that that the Budget for 2009/10 is to be discussed at the December meeting, Cllrs were asked to have any budget submissions ready by the next meeting.  

10.
Parish Lengthsman (PL).
It was agreed to ask the PL to look into the following problems to see if he could work on the areas. 
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· East side of Goosehill Lane Junction on the B4090, branch has fallen.
· The National Trust end of Pumphouse Lane – is a mess, could he see if there is a ditch/culvert that has been filled in/blocked.
· Verge opposite White House Cottage - anything possible to tidy up the churned up verge.
· Left hand approach into the Village from Droitwich B4090, hedge and nettles need cutting hard back between the Harris’s and the triangle, around the seat and the sign.
11.
Football Club – Future of their attendance at the Recreation Ground.


Agenda item proposed by Cllr NN. 

A letter has been received from the Lickey Football Club, asking HPC to ensure that the grass is kept cut.  It was noted from HPC that,

· The cutting of the pitch by HPC would be expensive and the letting of the football field should include the provision of mowing by the football club themselves.  HPC will always do the first cut of the pitch, before the season starts.
· The last time the football club mowed the grass, cuttings were left under the play equipment.

· Parking of the players/supporters was inconsiderate towards other road users.

It was agreed to write to the club to arrange a meeting with the Clerk and Cllr NN, and also to arrange a date for payment (by New Year). 

12.
New trees for the Parish of Hanbury. – Agenda item proposed by Cllr NC

NC informed the Council that there is still £400 in the Woodlands and Orchards fund (money for 2010 activities) and asked other Cllrs to think of any possible locations for the planting of new trees/related projects.

It was agreed to keep the remaining money for the future landscaping of the Recreation Ground. The group should continue to monitor the trees planted, checking their progress and the group could “tick along quietly” and should not fold.
13.
Parish Councillors’ Reports and Items for Future Agendas

PP reported another accident on Forest Hill, a third electricity pole in three years has been written off.

GG reported that there was a dead tree on the B4090 – opposite Oakhaven, On Hanbury Estate Land.

JE noted that a (?) squirrel had been attacking the walnut tree by School /Pilgrims Corner.  GG to investigate and report back.

GF noted there had been bad flooding on the Hanbury Road, by the Rugby Club.  Was there a ditch that needed clearing?

14
Agenda Appendix items for information 

Members did not wish to discuss any item on the agenda appendix.
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15.
Date of next meeting   Monday November 24 2008 at the Village Hall at 19.30hrs 


Meeting Closed at 10.13pm.
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PUBLIC QUESTION TIME – meeting suspended from 19.35 to 20.15

PC Tony Carter; reported that

There had been a few break ins and a car theft recently.


2 properties on Astwood Lane had been broken in to. A trailer and a rotivator had been stolen.


A quad bike had also been taken from Pallisers.


Cllr DF commented that speed was still an issue in the Parish.


There was some concern that there had been a few accidents recently at the Goosehill Junction.  GF noted that he was trying to organize a meeting with R Fullee with regard to this matter.  


PC TC noted that Mike Digger at PC Headquarters in Hindlip Hall, Hindlip was the ideal contact for people tring to get hold of statistics re junction accidents.


Cllr AS had contacted R Fullee and asked him to remove the Goosehill triangle to make it a normal junction.  He said he would report back to her.  GF asked AS to arrange a meeting for him to meet Mr Fullee. 

Actions for December 2008 – persons responsible in red

4.
Progress Reports from the Previous minutes

5.3
A Steele to arrange for some planning lectures
Cllr AS also to supply details of new planning guidelines.  
6.1
Vehicle Activated Signs 


Clerk had added two vehicle activated signs onto the insurance, at a cost of £40.01, although now needed to reduce this to one sign. 

10.1
Footpaths around Seeley Ford. Clerk has investigated the possibility of signage of this path and Countryside Department (K Oliver) had agreed to provide signs.  Mr Oliver now says he does not know who is responsible for bridge, and has  passed the matter back to the liason engineer.
 
5.
Correspondence received to date.

5.1
Mr and Mrs M Bowers have written to the Council asking that they ensure landowners clear the section of the brook that borders on their house and caused flooding in 2007.  Clerk has sent letter to Land Drainage Officer – K Lister on 30 Oct, Clerk to follow up.

12.
Proposal that Hanbury Parish Council hosts a meeting of Local Parish Councillors.  Cllr C Stallard to arrange after Christmas . 

5.
Correspondence received to date.

5.1
Tree causing problems alongside boundary of the property – 8A Courts Close. 
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Clerk agreed to ask the Tree Officer from Wychavon for information re a tree preservation order.
Clerk was asked to write to Mrs Tannear and let her know that it was felt that the tree was not a cause for concern. 

5.2
Clerk has contacted Highways and also the Land drainage Engineer – K Lister and asked for a letter to be sent to landowner asking that the drains be cleared.  The letter that was subsequently sent had incorrectly identified the ditch and clerk would contact Mr Lister to arrange its correction. 

6.
County and District Councillor’s Reports 

6.1
Clerk agreed to write to the local Youth Club asking them if they wished to utilize these funds.

6.1.2
Cllr JE noted that 3 vans with 6 men had closed the road down to Seely and Letts Mill Ford, and put up flood signs, although the fords were not flooded.  JE noted that this had been a waste of Council money and time.  Cllr MB to look into the matter.


7.
Planning 

8.2
Village Hall Management Committee (VHMC)

8.2.1
The External drains of the Village Hall have blocked four times this year HPC agreed to approach a contractor to find out what the problem was and then to contact 3 contractors for quotes to fix the problem.  Clerk
8.2.2
It was noted that the Committee room leaks when the wind is in a certain direction.  Clerk to contact R V Taylor (flat roof specialist) to ask to look at problem and quote for repair if necessary.

8.2.3
Cllr NN agreed to look into the possibility of a mezzanine floor within the storage room.

8.5  
Recreation Ground Working Party.

The responses to the survey had been collected and were being collated. Cllr NN
8.6
Finance Committee

The finance Committee agreed to meet and discuss the forthcoming budget. GF/NN/JE
9.3
Other financial matters

Cllrs were asked to have any budget submissions ready by the next meeting.  

10.
Parish Lengthsman (PL).

· East side of Goosehill Lane Junction on the B4090, branch has fallen.
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· The National Trust end of Pumphouse Lane – is a mess, could he see if there is a ditch/culvert that has been filled in/blocked.

· Verge opposite White House Cottage - anything possible to tidy up the churned up verge.
· Left hand approach into the Village from Droitwich B4090, hedge and nettles need cutting hard back between the Harris’s and the triangle, around the seat and the sign.
11.
Football Club – Future of their attendance at the Recreation Ground.

It was agreed to write to the club to arrange a meeting with the Clerk and Cllr NN, and also to arrange a date for payment (by New Year). 

12.
It was agreed to keep the remaining money for the future landscaping of the Recreation Ground. The group should continue to monitor the trees planted, checking their progress and the group could “tick along quietly” and should not fold. Cllr NC to inform Woodlands and Orchards group.
13.
Parish Councillors’ Reports and Items for Future Agendas

GG reported that there was a dead tree on the B4090 – opposite Oakhaven, On Hanbury Estate Land.  Clerk to contact Estate manager.
JE noted that a (?) squirrel had been attacking the walnut tree by School /Pilgrims Corner.  GG to investigate and report back.
GF noted there had been bad flooding on the Hanbury Road, by the Rugby Club.  Was there a ditch that needed clearing? Clerk to contact Highways.
Public Question Time


Cllr AS had contacted R Fullee and asked him to remove the Goosehill triangle to make it a normal junction.  He said he would report back to her.  AS to report back in December meeting.


GF asked AS to arrange a meeting for him to meet Mr Fullee. 

