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Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Hanbury Parish Council

Held at 19.30 0n Monday 23 February2009
In Hanbury Village Hall 

Present 
Chairman  
Clare Stallard (CS)
Cllrs

Neil Cook (NC), John Evans (JE), David Ford (DF),
Nick Nicklin (NN),Roy Raxter (RR),Paul Platt (PP), 
Clare Stallard (CS) 


Dst Cllr

Audrey Steele (AS)


3 members of the public.

Gill Collin and Mike Hurst from Planning Control at Wychavon District Council.
1.
Appointment of and Declaration of Acceptance of Office for Chairman

Cllr PP proposed that Cllr CS become Chairman of the Parish Council and Cllr NN seconded  the proposal.  

Cllr Clare Stallard was duly elected Chairman of the Parish Council.
2.
Apologies for absence


Apologies were received from Cllr D Lee and Cllr M Broomfield.
3.
Declarations of Interest

There was a declaration of interest received from P Platt re “Carters Hill” on the agenda - number 8.1 – Planning applications submitted for consent.  Declaration of interest forms were duly signed and submitted to the Clerk.
4.
Approve and sign the minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held on Monday 16 February 2009. 

It was noted that the heading should read Monday 16th February and not 16th January.

Item number 4 at the end should read, “after some discussion a proposal to support the preferred option of the Feasibility Study Group – a new build Village Hall, was rejected.”


The minutes were taken as read and approved and then signed by the Chairman.
5.
Progress reports from the previous minutes

Actions from the previous minutes 26 January

4.12.     Proposal that Hanbury Parish Council hosts a meeting of Local Parish Councillors.  Cllr CS noted that this will take place on 25 February 2009.
9.3
Mowing Contract.  

Clerk to also contact T Harper and E Pugh for a quote.  Ongoing.

6.2
Vehicle Activated Signs(VAS)


Clerk - an invoice to claim the £250 from the Community Safety Partnership at Wychavon towards the Vehicle Activated signs.  This was reported as having been done.
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6.3
Highways
Cllr AS had had a meeting with R Fullee to discuss

· Hay Lane/Goosehill Lane – pothole

· Goosehill Junction – accidents

· Goosehill Woods
See Agenda number 7 for report.

13
Dumping of rubbish. Clerk had reported to Highways.. 
Action from Public Question Time

Clerk informed Highways of the overgrown trees at the side of Church Hill Lane. 

Actions from Meeting on 16 February 2009

4.  To debate the report of the Village Hall Working Party as well as the Hanbury Feasibility Study Group recommendation and then to make a decision of the Parish Council on matters related to the future of Hanbury Village Hall action - to revisit this vote in February 2010.
6.1  It was agreed that, providing that Parish Councils criteria for contractors was met, then Mr Graham Badger should proceed with the replacement of the pipe from between the inspection holes.  Clerk contacted Mr Badger and filled in the criteria form, work to start on Thursday 19 February.

6.2  It was noted that a leak in the Youth Club storage area had been reported and Cllr NN had asked Mr Akers to have a look at this.
6.
Correspondence received to date:
7.
County and  Councillor’s Reports 
Goosehill/Droitwich Road Junction

Cllr AS reported that she had had a meeting with Mr Fullee who said that the visibility on the right of Goosehill Lane was impaired due to the vegetation.  This matter was to be rectified by Highways, who had been informed.  Unfortunately, there had only been one reported incident over the last three years, so this does not qualify as a cluster site.  
Vehicle Activated Signs

Hanbury is still behind on this project.  The concrete around the post opposite Woodrow Farm is not right, so this has not been finished. Still awaiting an extension piece on this post.
D Clee is coming to have another look at the post on the Droitwich Road, and AS said she would inform the Clerk when the meeting would take place, and that nothing would be done without the Parish Councils knowledge.  
The Council agreed that the sign should be marked with Smart Water, although it would be registered to an Inkberrow address.
8.
Planning 
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8.1
Applications submitted for comment

W/09/00289/PP


Carters Hill


Pumphouse Lane


Hanbury


B60 4BX

Proposed extensions to form kitchen, breakfast room, bedroom and annexe plus detatched garage with home office over.

No objection to the application.

W/08/03199/CU
Lower Hollowfields Farm

Bradley Green

Hanbury

Redditch

B96 6TQ

No objection to the application.
9.
To Receive Reports from:

9.1
Hanbury 2010 activities

Nothing to report.
9.2
The Village Hall Management Committee 


Nothing to report.
9.3
Playground Committee 


Nothing to report.
9.4
Recreation Ground Working Party


Nothing to report.
9.5
Finance Committee.


Nothing to report.

10
Finance

10.1
Monies received by the Parish Council

Hanbury Womens Institiute – donation towards cost of notice boards   £30


10.2
Payments requested and submitted to the Parish Council 




A D Farnsworth  - Parish Lengthsman




 £220
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Hanbury Womens Institute – new brass plaque – HPC approved
£50


Roy Winter -  Hanbury in your Hands 




£8.12

Cover Direct – Insurance for Byways Bungalow.



£147.38

Cheques were duly completed and signed after the payments were agreed to.
10.3
Other financial matters.


Village Hall Drains

Mr G Badger had investigated the drains and discovered that the drains had been concreted in and he was unable to complete the work originally planned.

It was agreed that Mr Badger should replace the broken pipe between the inspection chambers 2 and 3.  It was noted that the cost should be the same as agreed before – in the region of £200.

11.
Jobs for the Parish Lengthsman

Broughton Green – grips between Mere Green to Seely Ford. (JE)


Road signs on Pumphouse Lane need cleaning – especially the finger sign. (CS)
12
Recreation Ground Working Party
Further to the report given by the Recreation Ground Working Party in January with regard to the results of the survey circulated in October 2008.  

It was agreed to discuss this matter further in June 2009 when two new Councillors have been elected.  If it is then agreed to proceed with the new access, then the issue of any work on the Recreation Ground would be subsequently considered.
13.
Parish Councillors’ Reports and Items for Future Agendas
Elections  It was agreed to send out a letter of information re the Election to every household in the Parish.  

The Clerk agreed to produce a document and submit it to the Chairman for approval before asking the Hanbury Herald Distribution Team to deliver it over the weekend of 28 February/1 March.
This document will ensure that all the households in the Parish know about the election, and any potential nominees receive all the necessary information they need to stand for election to the Parish Council.

Some land drainage maintenance letters had been received by local landowners, the Parish Council requested that the Clerk speak to the relevant Department to gain clarification as to whether the required work would solve the problem of water on the road.
14
Agenda Appendix items for information 

No member wished to discuss any item on the Agenda Appendix.
The meeting was closed at 22.19 hrs.
Public Question Time
Gill Collin – Head of Planning at Wychavon and 

Mike Hurst – Development Control – Planning at Wychavon

A brief overview of the planning process/department was given by GC and MH 
SWJCS - A draft plan for South Worcestershire will come out later this year, up to 2026, but this has to be adopted.


At the moment the Wychavon District local plan is the “bible” it contains planning policies, regional guidance, national guidance and the Worcestershire County Structure Plan.


Planning applications are guided by policies and national guidelines.

Note is always taken of Parish Council comments but many other things are taken into account eg environmental, Heritage.  The local Council response is fed into the process.
A hand out was submitted “invalid and valid considerations.” (But of course there are degrees of good and bad within these categories.)
The following questions were submitted by Hanbury Parish Council. 
Answers in italics.
· How can parishioners best influence planning decisions ?(CS)  By ensuring that Planning know what your views are, write or email.  Planning views are balanced against Planning Policies.  If an application goes to Committee then there is a chance to speak at the appeal.  92% of cases do not go to the Committee. The local District Councillor refers cases to committee and then the whole decision is debated in public.
· Could a clear idea be given of where the Village Design Statement comes in to the planning process?  Also the Parish Plan. (CS) Unfortunately the government is continually changing their policies and the govt had said this would be part of the policy, but this is no longer the case.  Although it is not possible to adopt them under the planning system, on committee reports it is sometimes noted if relevant aspects are compatible.  Non statutory documents carry very little weight.
· When a planning application is turned down, how would an appeal be successful? (CS)  Nothing is altered for these appeals, but of course interpretation is subjective and not all planning decisions are black and white.  Wychavon try to ensure that they have a very thorough case., although a finely balanced case may be overthrown. About 1 in 4 decisions are overturned.
· Is there a “better way” that the Parish Council can word their objections to ensure they achieve maximum consideration? (Clerk) Ensure that reasons are thoroughly explained.
· How much notice is taken of the Parish Councils response, and could a response be received from the Planning Department explaining its reasons when their views differ? (NC)  Notice is always  taken of the Councils response, but the Planning Department can not always agree.  MH is always happy to explain decisions.  Although the Council gives the local view, things must be looked at via the public perspective and the impact on the general public is considered, not just the impact on a few individuals.
· Dist Cllr AS is often not allowed give her views on a case, so valuable knowledge and experience is missed, why are the Parish Council not entitled to her our Dist Cllrs view? (JE) If the Dist Cllr speaks before the Committee, then the application could be predetermined and an interest should be declared.  Information can be given by the Dist Cllr.
· How much weighting is given to choice of materials as well as plans? (GF)  Generally this is considered and conditions are put on planning approval notices, but Planning do not have the manpower to check this, although Enforcement are always happy to deal with any problems that are noted.
· How can a planning officer approve an application that is contrary to Wychavon Planning Guidelines? (JE)  They can not, although it must be borne in mind that these are guidelines only and each case is considered on its merits
· When a building differs to plans, who discovers this and who is informed? (NN) Planning  does not inspect the buildings, and although a building inspector may notice, it is not a part of their routine work.  Wychavon relies on residents and Parish Council feedback.
Actions from meeting - 26 January

PQT.  Clerk to inform Highways of the overgrown trees at the side of Church Hill Lane.
Actions from meeting – 23 February
4.12.     Proposal that Hanbury Parish Council hosts a meeting of Local Parish Councillors.  Cllr CS noted that this will take place on 25 February 2009.
4.9.3
Mowing Contract.  

Clerk to also contact T Harper and E Pugh for a quote.


6.2  It was noted that a leak in the Youth Club storage area had been reported and Cllr NN had asked Mr Akers to have a look at this.
7.  Vehicle Activated Signs.  Woodrow Farm. Still awaiting an extension piece on this post. (AS)
10.3 Village Hall Drains.  It was agreed that Mr Badger should replace the broken pipe between the inspection chambers 2 and 3.  It was noted that the cost should be the same as agreed before – in the region of £200. (JE)

13  The Clerk agreed to produce a document and submit it to the Chairman for approval before asking the Hanbury Herald Distribution Team to deliver it over the weekend of 28 February/1 March.

13  Some land drainage maintenance letters had been received by local landowners, the Parish Council requested that the Clerk speak to the relevant Department to gain clarification as to whether the required work would solve the problem of water on the road.

Future Agendas
June 2009 – Access/landscaping work on the Recreation Ground. Further to the report given by the Recreation Ground Working Party in January with regard to the results of the survey circulated in October 2008. Discussed 23/2/09.

 If it is then agreed to proceed with the new access, then the issue of any work on the Recreation Ground would be subsequently considered.

February 2010 - Proposal to support the preferred option of the Feasibility Study Group – a new build Village Hall. Originally debated 16/2/09

