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Minutes of the Annual Meeting of 
THE HANBURY PARISH COUNCIL (HPC)
Held at 19.30 on 16 May 2011 in the Village Hall

Present;
Chairman;
Alan Bingham(AB)



Cllrs

Mark Bishop (MB), John Evans (JE)

Ian Few (IF),David Ford (DF),
Jill Harper (JH),Nick Nicklin (NN), 




Roy Raxter(RR),Clare Stallard(CS).
Also Present;




District Cllr; 
Audrey Steele (AS)

1.
Appointment of and Declaration of Acceptance of Office for
1.1   
Chairman

Alan Bingham was unanimously elected as Chairman, having been proposed by John Evans and seconded by R Raxter.
1.2
Vice Chairman

John Evans was unanimously elected as Vice Chairman having been proposed by Nick Nicklin and seconded by Alan Bingham.
1.3
The Chairman and Vice Chairman signed the acceptance of office declaration.
2. 
Apologies for absence

Ian Few and David Lee - apologies for absence were received and accepted.

3.
Declarations of Interest
There was a declaration of interest made by RR with respect to item 4.4 – rural rate relief.


4.
Appointment of Officers/representatives appointed at the meeting.
4.1
Parish Council Committees and Working parties

Recreation Ground Working Party: 
Cllrs, Nick Nicklin, Roy Raxter and Alan Bingham. 
Playground Committee;

Cllrs Alan Bingham, Nick Nicklin and the Clerk
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Staffing Committee: 
CllrsMark Bishop, Clare Stallard & Alan Bingham.







Finance Committee (to include Internal Audit checks):  
Cllrs Mark Bishop, Ian Few and Alan Bingham.

4.2
Parish Council representatives to sit on other committees:

- Representative on Hanbury Parish Plan Group: Cllr Clare Stallard
-CRASH: Cllr Jill Harper
-Representatives on Hanbury Parochial Charities: Cllrs John Evans, David Ford, David Griffiths and Gary Gartland.  They are also Trustees on behalf of the Parish Council. 
The Council deferred their decision on this matter until the June meeting.
-Representative on Village Hall Management Committee: Cllr Nick Nicklin.
-Custodians of Memorial Garden: Cllrs Roy Raxter and David Ford. Dave Griffiths is also a Custodian on behalf of the Parish Council.

4.3
Other appointed responsibilities


Tree Warden:  Gary Gartland on behalf of the Parish Council.  Information to come to the Parish Council via Cllr J Evans.
Pollution Warden : Cllr David Ford.

Playground Inspections, Football Club Liaison and Recreation Ground – delegated responsibility for maintenance and Parish Field – delegated responsibility for maintenance: Cllrs Nick Nicklin and Roy Raxter
Flood Liaison Contact: Cllr Ian Few.
Parish Lengthsman supervision – Cllr John Evans.
Main contact for interim Planning Applications: Cllr John Evans
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5. Review Standing Orders

It was agreed to review the standing orders at the June meeting, with particular regard to the length of the Chairman’s time in office.
6. Review Financial Regulations

It was agreed that all the financial regulations should be left in order, but reviewed over the summer months and considered when the new members of the Parish Council finance committee had considered them. 
7.
Review of other adopted procedures


It was agreed that all other adopted procedures be left in order.
8.
Approve Risk Log for the year ending 31 March 2011.
The risk log was unanimously approved by those present.

9.
Approval of the minutes from the meeting 18 April 2011.
The minutes from the meeting April 18th 2001 were taken as read and approved by all present. 
Progress Reports from the previous minutes;

4.1
AS had arranged the removal of the VAS from its original pole to the new pole adjacent.  

4.2
Mr R Fullee was contacted about School road – daffodil corner-  and asked for suggestions with regard to increasing the road safety of this area on the 4th of April 2011. 
He replied that the location of the existing warning signs were found to be sound, although they needed to be realigned which was being arranged.  The centre line road marking will be retraced and there will also be new SLOW markings on the carriageway next to the bend warning signs.  Mr Fullee noted that no other measures were deemed necessary.
4.4
Clerk wrote to Mr S Edwards with regard to the refund of monies for the VAS pole installation in March 2009.  No reply had been received by the meeting date.
8.4
A query was raised as to the necessity of a safety rail on the wheelchair ramp at the back of the village hall.  
The village hall extension had been passed by building regulations in the following week after this query was raised.
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10.
Correspondence received to date:


There was no correspondence received this month.

11.
County and District Councillor’s Reports 


Councillor Audrey Steele;

11.1
Noted that the new localism bill would mean that the Parish Council would have a bigger role to play power at a local level. 
12.
Planning 
12.1
W/11/682/PN

Westfields Farm


Hanbury Road


Droitwich


WR9 7DU

New entrance to previously approved marina from the canal.
12.2
Enforcement Problems in Hanbury Parish.

It was noted that there appeared to be enforcement problems around Hanbury Parish and the general feeling from HPC was that the enforcement department within Wychavon appeared to be ineffectual.

12.3
Hanbury Parish Council agreed to contact Wychavon with their wish to receive all planning applications as paper copies and not as electronic data.
13
To Receive Reports from:

13.1
Hanbury Parish Plan.
CS informed the Council that the questionnaires had been printed and would be delivered to every household within the Parish during the next week.  There will be collection boxes around the Parish for the questionnaires to be placed in.
13.2
The Village Hall Management Committee (VHMC)
The VHMC had been unhappy with the floor in the committee room at the hall.  Payment was being withheld until the situation was rectified.  VHMC AGM is 8th June at 8pm.
13.3
The Recreation Ground Working Party.  


Nothing to report.
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13.4
The Playground Committee 
Commented that the new playground is virtually finished and the committee will meet soon to discuss the next stage of the playground project.
13.4.1
Rospa report.  

The report states that the two old items that are left on the playground are low risk, therefore no action is necessary.  

The new playground will be assessed independently after completion and the report will be available at the next Council meeting.

14
Finance.
14.1
Monies received by the Parish Council: 

Lickey End Football Club – Rent for the recreation Ground 2011-12











£150

Wychavon District Council  -  Precepts – 11/12             
£9,868
Worcestershire County Council – Lengthsman payment for January  










 £220

14.2
Payments requested and approved;


L Strobel – Flail mowing for April 2011

 

        £90


BT – Telephone charges for Clerks Phone


    £72.36


Chris Cooke – Lengthsman charges for May 2011

       £264
Broker Network ltd – Parish Council insurance to include the new addition of Byways Bungalow for the forthcoming year  - 01 June 2011- 31 May 2012







   £608.31
Lewis Walters – 3 Leak repairs, replace water main, cistern   £690.00
Dianne Malley – fee for internal audit 2010-11

    £105
14.3
Annual Accounts.  Accounts and annual governance statement for year ending March 2011 were approved and signed in readiness for the external auditor to inspect.

14.4
Application for rural rate relief from Churchill 4x4 for Hanbury Service Station.
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Hanbury Parish Council considered the above application and agreed to the support the above business as the business is of benefit to the local community, however it was decided that due to finances, a donation would not be able to be made.  

15.
Parish Lengthsman
15.1
Renewal of Parish Lengthsmans contract. It was agreed that Chris Cooke was performing a great service around the Parish and his contract would be renewed for the forthcoming year
15.2
Jobs for the next month.  

To clear the playground area of overgrown vegetation. 
To tidy the area around the village hall.

16.
Agenda Appendix items for information

There was no discussions on any of the Agenda Appendix items.
17.
Parish Councillors’ Reports and Items for Future Agendas
AB informed the Council that an application had been received re the land adjacent to the Vernon Arms.  It was agreed to call an extraordinary meeting to be held in the Village Hall on Monday 22 May at 7.30pm.  This will be an open meeting and will be open to all interested parties.
18.
Date of next meeting

27 June 2011 at 1930 hours in the Village Hall.
The meeting was closed at 21.35

Future Agendas

October 2011  Feasibility Study Group.  The decision re the preferred option will be revisited.

Public Question Time

Report from Jenny Hawkins – CSO for Hanbury

· Bicycle stolen from Mere Green

· Battery charger and electric fence stolen from a field in Hanbury (The VHMC pony paddock)
Report from Chris Cooke – Parish Lengthsman

Chris reported that he had been on his training course as required by Highways.

He was informed that for each action that he takes on behalf of the

Parish Council he is expected to have made a 

· Risk assessment

· Traffic management survey

· Traffic count

· Set out his safety equipment accordingly

The Council suggested that

· The Clerk contact Highways with regard to the above and to ask if they have any standard forms with generic policies that can be varied for Mr Cooke.

· Mr Cooke suggest some forms that would be user friendly for himself.

Mr Cooke also commented that the actions that he asked Mr Fullee about in February were still outstanding.  Clerk to follow this up.

Chris Cooke also noted that there were 4 trees around the Parish that did not belong to the Parish Council, but that were potentially dangerous.  Mr Evans reported that he had contacted the owners but that as yet there had been no action.

The meeting was then closed for public question time and re-opened after public discussion.


    















